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UM TEAM HONORED AT NATIONAL MODEL UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE 
MISSOULA -
A dozen University of Montana students won two top awards at the National Model 
United Nations Conference held April 6-11 in New York.
UM’s delegation returned from the intensive proceedings with a Distinguished 
Delegation Award, given to the top 25 percent of the 190 conference teams, and a Position 
Paper Award recognizing the delegation’s written stance on international issues, which is given 
to the top 10 percent of teams.
This year marks the second time the team has earned top honors. The 2009 delegation 
represented Iceland on eight U.N. committees or agencies, intergovernmental organizations or 
non-governmental organizations such as the World Trade Organization.
More than 3,000 students from 250 universities in the U.S. and abroad convened for 
the conference, which called on students to act “in character” throughout negotiations and 
while drafting and adopting resolutions in an attempt to solve real-world problems.
The trip included a meeting with Iceland’s ambassador to the U.N. and opening and 
closing ceremonies at U.N. headquarters in the General Assembly chambers.
UM students in attendance were Aimee Ryan, Thecla Backhouse-Prentiss, Robert 
Cahill, Craig Harrington, David Knobel, Katie Peers, Marissa Perry, William Selph, David 
Shelton, Kelsi Steele, Emily Tutvedt and Ashley Zuelke. The students were chosen from the 
fall semester course that hosts the Montana Model U.N. Conference each year.
Ryan served as chair for one of two Security Councils. Shelton chaired the 
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe, and Cahill worked with the staff as a 
rapporteur for the General Assembly Second Committee, addressing economic issues.
But the current team was not the only UM representation at the conference. Former 
team member Jennifer Hathaway Spalding, who earned her master’s degree in political science 
from UM in 2006, served as secretary-general, the highest staff position. UM graduates Rob 
Killian, Paul Moe and Lindsay Erickson also served as conference staff.
Funding for the trip was provided by the Alumni and Friends of Montana Model 
U.N., UM President George Dennison, the Office of the Provost, the Vice President for 
Research and Development, the College of Arts and Sciences, the Department of Political 
Science, the Office of International Programs, the Davidson Honors College, University 
Relations and the Associated Students of UM.
More details about the conference can be found at the National Model United Nations 
Web site at http://nmun.org/participating.htm.
For more information about the Montana team and photos from the event, e-mail 
Ryan, team president, at aimee.ryan@umontana.edu or e-mail Associate Professor Karen Ruth 
Adams, the team’s faculty adviser, at karen.adams@umontana.edu.
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